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The Editorial Strikes Back

Welcome to the pre-exam edition
of Uni Gliding. How's the study
going folks?

We've got something for you for
when it's all over. A barbecue!
Yes, the end-of-exams, end-of-year,
start-of-summer, any-excuse-will-
do BBQ is on. BYOG but every-
thing else is supplied at great ex-
pense to the management (OK,
OK, there is a small cover charge
of $4 for the food, barbie etc.).

Be at the stately home of
Redmond “Fungus” Qumn at:

13 Redmond Street Collmswood
on Wednesday, 6th December,

startmg at about 6:30 pm and end-
ing when the last guest leaves.

So, what's been happemng in the
past month?

The Whitwarta regatta was held in
early October. The regatta was
blown out completely but the
ridge worked well, so we all wan-
dered over to Lochiel and flew
there. Meanwhile, the soaring
season has started to wind up;
Cathy Conway, Stephen Were,
David Teagle and yours truly have
all got in some early cross-country
flights (and some outlanding prac-
tice).

The new winch is nearing comple-
tion. The arms and the cage are

on now and it should be opera-
tional in a few weeks.

Did anyone see the November
“Australian Gliding”? Don Hein
becomes a nationally published
cartoonist now with the reprint of

~one of his cartoons (the overshoot

one) in A.G. Thanks to Allan Ash
or Mike Valentine. That issue
also contains Terry Gould's article
on one of those rare wave days,
and there is a picture of Cathy (the
photographer couldn't quite zoom
in far enough to exclude her com-
pletely).

Talking about photos, bring your
snaps of gliders that you've been
taking, along to the barbecue and
we'll pick the best ones for blow-

ing up.

The newsletter is a bit late again
this month. I don't have to worry
about exams any more, but things
are a bit chaotic (is that how you
spell it?) at work, so that's my ex-
cuse (I'm typing this up during
lunchtime).

This issue of the newsletter con-
tains the long-awaited club mem-
bership list as well as the final
episode of the McGrath chronicles.
Also we have “Anatomy of an
Outlanding” from a mystery con-
tributor.

Good luck with your exams,

Peter Cassidy.



The McGrath Chronicles — Chapter 4 |

This is the fourth in the series “The McGrath Chronicles”, written by our
California-resident correspondent, Andrew McGrath. These stories of inter-
esting times in the history of AUGC were extracted (with permission) from
a letter written by Andrew to Russell Norman early in 1988.

This fourth (and final) extract tells the story of the The Wind. The Wind hit
the Barossa Valley Gliding Club (during a regatta, of course) late in 1987. A
number of AUGC personnel were on hand to share the experience.

The story begins on 31st December, 1987.

Barossa Blowout

The next day (New Year's Eve),
the weather looked somewhat
black, with reports of high winds
and hail from Parafield, although
at Stonefield it was just hot (39°C)
and oppressive, overcast, sticky,

and calm. Every glider with an

enclosed trailer was put into it,
and everything that would fit into
the hangar was jammed in. Only
two aircraft were left  outside:
Emilis' Blanik, and an HP-14.
While securing the Blanik (two
ropes to stardroppers off each tip,
wheel retracted, ropes to
stardroppers across the middle of

each wing, at the tail, at the nose,
and to tarpaulins and cushions .

protecting the canopy and nose
from hail, as well as three cars
parked across the front, to break
the wind), the wind increased to
about 30 knots, and it began
raining heavily.

A look at the boiling roll clouds
overhead, and we decided to
move the HP-14 from its rather
exposed, crosswind tie-down
around to the shelter of the side of
the hangar. No less than 15

people untied it and pushed it into

the lee of the hangar. (An HP-14 is
an American designed homebuilt:
17 metres, metal, flapped, very
heavy — don't offer to help rig
one.) Just as we reached this
“shelter”, the Wind hit. Twenty

~ seconds earlier, and it would not

have been in the lee of the hangar.
Even so, with 5 people lying across
each tip, 3 on the nose and 2 at the
tail, I thought it was going to blow
over. Somebody said it did hail,
but I didn't notice. It was certainly
wet; waves of mud were blowing
up from the ground. The hangar
began to make collapsing noises,
and I heard someone shouting
something about the doors (which
were facing the blast). I tried to
look into the wind, to see how the
Blanik was faring, but I couldn't.
There were more crashing noises,
and then the wall “sheltering” us
suddenly began bowing outwards
towards us, accompanied by
various creaking, cracking,
splintering, shrieking type noises.
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Anatomy of an Outlanding
(or .. “How I was washed off the ridge like a little piece of dirt!”)

Occasional showers had passed by all day, fracking in across the plain
from Kadina. From altitude, they are most apparent, cylinders of murky
discolouration from ground to cloudbase, about 2 or 3 kms in diameter,
dotted over the landscape. They are easy to avoid as you fly the
ridge — estimate where they will pass over the ridge, and then restrict

your flying to the northern or southem area until it has passed o the east.

Well, that's the theory — it may work out a little differently: as the folloWing
transcript will testify.

“During my first flight of the day, it worked out fine. I dodged five or six
showers while riding the ridge for 80 minutes. I had been flying for about 10
minutes into my second flight (in the Arrow) when I first noticed that the
shower over by Ninnes (10 km to the SW - Ed) might not be the normal 2 or
3 km diameter. The cloud was darker and larger than its predecessors — not
by much, but by a perceivable difference. As it travelled towards the airfield
it passed over gradually rising ground and it grew larger. It-also-appeared to
form into an elliptical shape — the long axis lying SE - NW = across the

~ wind. The SE edge of the rain shower passed over the ridge a fair way to the
south, about where the dirt road to Lochiel comes over to this side of the
ridge. For a while it looked as though the NW edge might nof reach to the
northern end, and that is where I was flying — in company-with the -

- Bergfalke and Pik. As the rain shower traversed the ridge, we'were forced
further and further north, until at last we were only doing figiire 8's on the
northern tip, and it was obvious that we would have to fly back through the
rain to the clean air behind it. The Pik went first, fairly quickly by the look
of it, then the Bergie and then I followed. I was about 50' lower than the
Bergfalke and I tried to get through at about 60 knots. I could:see the Bergie -
in front and higher, but the height difference was increasing:~My speed had -
dropped back to 55 so I eased forward on the stick to get it back'again. It was
raining heavily now, and I was still losing height and getting close to the top
of the ridge. Iedged to the right — now I was flying above the sloping ridge
face.” The speed dropped right off, it was back to 50 — forward on the stick —
not enough — more — I got 60 again; but now I was hurtling down the
ridge face at a glide angle that seemed to be about1in2. - :

“That's when I knew I that I wouldn't make it!
“What were my options?

“T was travelling at 60 knots, sliding down the ridge face — I looked out to
the right and there appeared to be two choices: into the grazing paddock I
was then passing, or a straight in approach into the very young, grassy crop
in the next paddock — between the trees. There was no chance of getting
over to the other side of the power lines and selecting one of those pad-
docks. I chose the first option: the grazing paddock that was rapidly slipping
behind me. I checked the ASI, good, still 60 knots, and pulled a quick, steep,



150° turn. Now I was running north along the fence line, ‘Where am I go-
ing to put it down?’, ... ‘There, into wind, on the diagonal!” A quick ‘no
Flaps, fixed Undercart 60 knots, Trimmed OK’, and I was into my final turn,
a 120° fairly steep turn into wind, ‘Jeez, I've never turned this low before!’,
straighten up, full airbrake ... flare ... hold it off ... down!

“My biggest dilemma (and I guess I still don't know the answert) is: where
was the point of no return? What was the last single factor, in that series of
occurrences that cast my fate? Certainly it had happened before I realised it.
Could I have got through earlier when I had a bit more height? (lost doing
the series of figure 8's, expecting the rain to miss us). Or was there just no
way the Arrow was going to get safely to the other side of the rain, and
should I have landed before the shower arrived at the field? Although at
the time the rain cloud looked larger and darker than those that had passed
earlier, it certainly didn't look threatening enough to prompt an early ter-
mination of the flight — as the pilots of the other two aircraft would testify.

“In hindsight, I should have realised that the downdraught inside the rain
shower would swamp any westerly component (lift) in the prevailing
breeze, and I should have been looking for a paddock when I got down to
ridge top height. If I had turned off then, I would have had more height,
and time to select a paddock, and I could have set up a more normal cu'cult
into it, and so would not have had to do those two steep turns.

“I will also say that I was pleased that my skill level held firm under the
duress of worrying about lots of other things. I'm sure that this situation

would not have been forgiving of sloppy speed control, or any slipping or
skidding turns. =~ -

“So I guess this is what ‘Gaining Experience’ is all about. A pilot has to ex-
perience such incidents in order to be able to recall these feelings and
thoughts when confronted with similar conditions or circumstances in laten
flights”. : \

The instructor of the day. David Conway, said that Terry (oops!) did the
right thing in making the decision to land safely, with a good circuit, in
the nearby available paddock rather than trying to make it back to the
field. Flexibility is an important characteristic of a good pilot (as is
anticipation). .
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Terry Gould
Agata Jarbin

Matthew Nicholls
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Chief Flying Instructor Redmond Quinn

Lochiel airfield

So you want to fly this weekend?

294 4828
344 8156
381 2072
336 8131

297 0078
356 3382
344 5331

. (088) 26 2203

- Then ring the club contact person between 8.00 pm and 10.00 pm on Thursday
nights, so that he can organise car pools, instructors etc.

Flying time:

Twin seaters
- Single seaters

Launch
Membership:

Students
Non-students

Price List

15¢ per minute
20¢ per minute

$2.00

$5.00 per year
$50.00 per year

*¥*** Club barbecue ****
at the home of Redmond Quinn
13 Redmond St., Collinswood

Wednesday, 6th December, 6:30 pm



